
Commission on
Ethics & Public Trust

Memo
To: Jurgen Teintze

TIF Coordinator
Office of Strategic Business Management

From: Ardyth Walker
Staff General Counsel

Date: 5/18/2004

Re: INQUIRY 04-48

I received your request for an informal opinion regarding any limitations on a contract
between Miami-Dade County and a former employee. Since this is an informal
opinion, the Ethics Commission has not considered this mailer. Please notify me if
you want the matter placed on the Ethics Commission’s agenda.

According to your letter, Miami-Dade County is seeking to enter into a contract with
John Ritsema to serve as a coordinating agent on a county construction project.
Ritsema served as Chief of Construction for the Public Works Department when he
retired on March 31, 2004. As Chief of Construction, Ritsema was responsible for the
Contracts and Specifications, Permits, Permit Inspections and Construction Contract
Management Divisions.

As coordinating agent for the County, Ritsema’s duties will include review of change
orders, payment requests and design changes for the Naranja Lakes
Redevelopment Project. The Naranja Lakes Redevelopment Project is receiving
financing from Miami-Dade County.

Miami-Dade County may hire Ritsema to serve as a coordinating agent. Section 2-
11.1q two-year rule governs post-employment restrictions on county employees.
The two-year rule only prohibits former employees from lobbying county agencies on
behalf of a third party for two years after they leave county employment. Section 2-
11.1 q1 provides that no person who has served as an elected county official, i.e.
mayor, county commissioner, or a member of the staff of an elected county official, or
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as county manager, senior assistant to the county manager, department director,
departmental personnel or employee shall for a period of two years after his or her
county service or employment has ceased, lobby any county officer, departmental
personnel or employee in connection with anyjudicial or other proceeding,
application, RFP, RFQ, bid, request for ruling or other determination, contract, claim,
controversy, charge, accusation, arrest or other particular subject mailer in which
Miami-Dade County or 1 one of its agencies or instrumentalities is a party or has
any interest whatever, whether direct or indirect.

The two-year rule permits Ritsema to contract with Miami-Dade County to provide
services. Therefore, Ritsema may serve as a coordinating agent.

Please call me at 350-0616 if you have any additional questions or need additional
information.
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I , 29/04 TIW 10:55 FAX

To; Ardyth Walker
Ethi*:s Commission
Fax: :505 5790273

From: JurgenTeintze 1
TIP Coordinator,Office of StrategicBusinessManagement,[
Tel ms 375 1537,Fax 305 375 5168 . cJ
DearMs. Walker,

Prio:: to theCountyengagingJohnRitseniaasa Contractorto beccr..i: a coottilt a i
agentwho is to monitor andverify paymentrequestsof a county-reiciburse’:
constructionproject$l8million overthreeyearsthat will beu1rim.arily pai1f’r ri th
Couilty’s Naranja LakesCommunityRedevelopmentAgency,could you yen ‘y 112 t ri
conflict appearsto exist.

Previousi,osition Miami-DadeCountyretlredas of March 31, with 3Oyeuss xv:ce
Chief of ConstmctionDivision of PWDfrom 1995 to 2004

Supervisedsections:
ConiractsandSpecificationsSection
Permits
PermitTnspection -

ConructionContractManagementSectionBid Awards,payments i:hangeonle s,
coorthnationof design,utilities, otheragencies

FuturuResponsibilitiesasContractor

Part-timeproblemsolving, reviewdnd reconuneñdationR&R basec.on sii:’,l p cjtct
constructiontimetable,Durationof up to 3 years.CountyOCED to contrac:‘-‘it
establishedRitseniaConsultingInc ProfessionalEngineer,licensed,registertc * ii
apprnvedon County’s vendorlist. Occupationallicensesverified. Wcrkplaccmi

oflic: and field. Supervision:Nonecoordinateswith office of straleg::cbus:Ir e33
management’sTIP coordinator,PWD, CMO

ResfonsAbilities:
M’niior andunderstandactivitiesslid proceduzvof thedeveloperwho i ac ir1i
Cowily’ s agentfor implementinga redevelopmentimprovementpu*ct at N ixanj t

Lakes.

R&F. For Bid Award CountyApproval -

R&F. reimbursementrequestsof Developer
R&F. requestsfor Countyapprovalof changeorders,designchangeii,budgel;
reallix:ations
R&P. monitor themaintenanceof a. build informationand testing 2nd other: CC-IT I:.


